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SEP 18 2017
Via FOIAOnline

Mr. Patrick J. Fanning
Troutman Sanders LLP
1001 Haxall Point
Richmond, VA 23218

RE: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request EPA-R6-2017-008647

Dear Mr. Fanning:

This letter concerns the above-referenced FOIA request, received by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency on June 20, 2017 in which you requested the following:

1) a copy of that certain Petition to EPA on behalf of the Ouachita Riverkeeper and Louisiana
Environmental Action Network seeking an EPA objection under the Clean Water Act (CWA) to
a draft National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit issued by the Arkansas
Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) to Georgia-Pacific, LLC for its paper mill,
chemical plant, and related facilities in Crossett, Arkansas, and alleging CW A violations filed
on or about May 3, 2017,

2) any and all records (including, but not limited to, meeting minutes, electronic messages, notes,
drafts, letters, calendar appointments, etc.) relating to such Petition; and

3) any and all records related to that certain letter sent by the U.S. EPA to the ADEQ on or

about May 19, 2017 regarding an Interim Objection to the Preliminary Draft NPDES Permit for
Georgia-Pacific LLC's Crossett ADEQ Permit No. AR0001210 and Request for Additional
Information.

EPA Region 6 has concluded its search for records responsive to your request and uploaded
those records to the FOIAonline portal. Responsive information was provided to you through
interim releases on the following dates: August 21, 2017, September 07, 2017, and September
14, 2017. This letter is made available to you via FOIAOnline. Also, you will soon receive an
email from the FOIAonline portal notifying you that records are available for your review and
providing the direct link thereto. However, some responsive records have been withheld in
whole or in part as they have been determined to be exempt from the mandatory disclosure
requirements pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5) —Deliberative Process (records which would not’
be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the affected agency). The
withheld records are listed on the enclosed denial log. You may obtain additional information by
submitting a FOIA request to the Department of Justice at https://www.justice.gov/oip.




You may appeal this partial denial by addressing your written appeal to the National Freedom of
Information Officer U.S. EPA, FOIA and Privacy Branch, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
(2822T), Washington, DC 20460 (U.S. Postal Service Only), E-mail: hg.foia@epa.gov. Only
items mailed through the United States Postal Service may be delivered to 1200 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW. If you are submitting your appeal via hand delivery, courier service or overnight
delivery, you must address your correspondence to 1301 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Room
6416], Washington, DC 20001. Your appeal must be made in writing, and it must be submitted
no later than 90 calendar days from the date of this letter. The Agency will not consider appeals
received after the 90 calendar day limit. The appeal letter should include the FOI listed above.
For quickest possible handling, the appeal letter and its envelope should be marked “Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.” As part of the 2016 FOIA amendments, the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS) within the National Archives and Records Administration was
created to offer mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal
agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to litigation. You may contact OGIS in any of the
following ways: by mail, Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and
Records Administration, Room 2510, 8610 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001; e-
mail, ogis@nara.gov; telephone, 301-837-1996 or 1-877-684-6441; and facsimile, 301-837-
6348. You also have the right to seek assistance from EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison at
hq.foia@epa.gov or (202)-566-1667.

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the Freedom of
Information (FOI) Officer, Leticia Lane, at (214) 665-7202.

Sincerely,

:1 n
N )y ot

James McDonald
Assistant Regional Administrator
for Management

Enclosure (denial log)
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Associate Director,

NPDES permits and
TMDLs Branch

Dwyer, Stacey, P.E.,

Associate Director,

NPDES permits and
TMDLs Branch

Subject:

# Pages:

Deliberative Process

5US.C. §
552(b)(5)

Draft Letters to ADEQ Re: Interim
Objection to Preliminary Draft
permit and Request for Additional
Information Georgia-Pacific
Crossett LLC- Crossett paper
Operations ADEQ Permit No.
AR0001210

Draft Letters to ADEQ Re: Interim
Objection to Preliminary Draft
permit and Request for Additional
Information Georgia-Pacific
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